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As has been documented by past Bonefish and Tarpon Trust research in Florida, there is a direct 
and strong connecXon between the health and resiliency of our sport fish and general coastal 
ecosystems with terrestrial landscape or watershed use. Florida is in many ways a severe 
example because of the intense development pressures and resulXng wide-scale land use and 
water quality changes, but it is a harbinger for other locaXons undergoing rapid development 
and the importance of the links between the two worlds. This presentaXon discusses other 
land-water-sport fish connecXons in the larger Caribbean and Mexico. These observaXons are 
based on field and mapping research during the past 15 years in conjuncXon with the Bonefish 
and Tarpon Trust in Belize, Mexico, Cuba and Honduras. The research was specially focused on 
mangrove and sea grass mapping, but by scaling out this research we can make some important 
observaXons about terrestrial-marine connecXons. This research points to some successes and 
failures where sport fish resources would be be]er protected if there was greater connecXon 
and planning between land and water resource managers. Some locaXons are be]er posiXoned 
by simple geography against the impacts of poor watershed management, while other popular 
and important sport fish seascapes are not. This presentaXon will highlight the clear links 
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between sound watershed management and long-term sport fish populaXon resilience using a 
case study approach.  
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