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Abstract:  

Bonefish & Tarpon Trust’s work in the Bahamas balances the use of scien4fic research, outreach 
and educa4on, and policy advocacy to preserve and protect the Bahamian flats fishery. 
Although the Bahamas is known interna4onally as one of the top bonefish des4na4ons in the 
world, and the bonefish fishery generates over $169 million annually, many Bahamians have not 
had the opportunity to explore and learn about these ecosystems and their inhabitants. No4ng 
that in the Bahamas, themes such as geography and city life play a role in people's rela4onship 
with the flats fishery. BTTs work in the Bahamas aims to strategically address these gaps using 
science, policy, educa4on, and advocacy to engage and empower communi4es. OSen, science, 
educa4on, and policy work are divided into three dis4nct categories that can oSen overlook the 
ways that they are interconnected. ShiSing away from thinking of these themes in silos allows 
for a more wholis4c approach to flats conversa4on. BTT’s Bahamas Outreach & Educa4on 
program goal is to create a more informed and empowered society that supports the 
recrea4onal bonefish fishery as a sustainable industry in The Bahamas. Scien4fic research plays 
a role in the nexus of science, educa4on, and policy, as the ac4onable knowledge found through 
quality scien4fic research feeds into the outreach & educa4on program and policy efforts when 
advoca4ng for legisla4ve protec4on of flats habitat. Habitat restora4on programs, such as 
mangrove restora4on, display how restora4on ac4vi4es fueled by science can be used as an 
educa4on tool to empower communi4es to take responsibility and ownership of their marine 
environments. Using case studies such as mangrove restora4on to examine these connec4ons 
between science, educa4on and policy has allowed for effec4ve conserva4on ac4on in the flats 
fishery in the Bahamas. 
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